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Moved to motion: Architect and builder Art Busse demionstrates the gesture
that led fo Cambin, his latest howse. Af reght, the main eniry leads 1o the
diming and gatherrng area, with floor-to-ceiling windows and slate floor
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One-of-a-kind house atop the
Oakland hills moves people,
hoth L'|11rnlin|1;|||‘_, and F‘.-luwi-;-crllj'.

By Bill Burnef

CiEmnnicln Stare WHiTES

1’5 late tall of 2O and Art Busse has boen siftimg
[ dave on n rock ool ropping # 1he top ol thit
{Makland halks
['os has ettt are the last twvo houses hie bt Chne is
il l\.'||;.:| s and angles, Dhe other, wilkh s sieepiy prtcihi i |
moal, seems 1o fall off the hillsid:

There's room bog a thard hose and Besse 15 winling
b discover what hae wall baild, At thas Pl hi* hasn't a
chiae,

Suddenbv. Buesse explodes imbo makion Hie sirikes
wihal only can be described 283 maodern damoe pose — o
foant rooted firmdy (o the earthe bat the rest of im mos
g ol every which way, Wil the geestuare, e |aoiise
bl call Cambao -:'-|:-.|ll|-l' for “clanpr™) B conceived

Fisr Busse, 55, the erealive provess i well, creative

“The first Hing 1o diy 15 ne guare the fand IThem 1
S el a Bt off timee o the side by mysell, betting it speak
bovmae, A some poiad, gt sets e momotion, The siie idsell
prodoces o gesture, and that's what the house beeames

“Ulnmbna 15 an expresaon of change and mction. 18

* CAMB: Fage (4



COVER STORY

Py Rorna ! The sk

Eamshin, |ef, 5 A0 Busse's Litest creatiom, I sits next to Float
Hlense, center, and Armageddon, part of whach & s=n al right

House that brings
art to architecture

= CAMEID
Froum Foge C1

engEnibers i us the very ph!-i.l.q.'.d

| W Tl ol musemnenl, paoge-

| ton and acrelerstion from whick

1l notion of change arises. This i
4 homse meant 1o w4 bBves in mo
tiom,”

It's templing I disiiss Busse
e P pRoceE s Lol Coast, look
(-t architeciane for sedl-aggran
ittermenl. Thal would be & hig
mustake.

B thres - level cone

Busse, wihin has med Bormal train
img in archieciure, has createsd a
darime. impodtant building  thai
thws what he meznt for it to do
mrer s memlally, physically and
wpiribuslly

Mier entering through the all
glasa frond door and descending
the wide, cirved slate stairmay,
the vimbor i swepd inexarably imln
i circmlar space that's eaxily 1,505
myaare ferd

i Jm igw bae bevels, the FECE Codn
taims @ kitchen, dining amd gather
g apras. This gl fhows b0 ancgher

| stairway thal ymraks down (o the

wviiid lewel and the maater warie,
wrnnd bedromn, bath and lasan-
iy fosi

Anyother showt circulae descent
eveals 2 urtimp arca. v isone
bedkroaims and aevibeer bath.

L mrrelnrs uu Baanlt lake 2 cone, and
thet pee-shaped rocans get smaller
and 1more persanal as they gel
chmer o the smrh The fErher

o disscends, 1he more secure the
feeling

Al the bawe wl ihe Wiifcaw
which descenidi same 40 leet -
Husse st & higge Tuolomne Rrer
bzalidesy

W placed the bBoulder ai the
casct oenber of the curved posint of
e bouse. | thoughl of doing
smething with msotfon ihere, bl
that would be croel. l's Enpariant
Amel TeasEAring bor as fo know that
wanitbang m dable in cor vea”

Huiee's bavorite place in the
Bouse may well be a small Bgh-
vashed spece @nder the slain
where he has poi o comple ol cusl
i om the slake Boor. “When | gar
there, il meibes e el like o kad
gain.”

A heuiigier s guslution

Busse bus Bern |]|1.|H_|l|||r. aiid
buelding out o ik edige for only
a few yeare The fiesd feouse on (e
sk line b, whach be calls =Ar-
mageddon,” wai [Enished in 199
Ihe secomid, “Floal Homes" in
KLY

Hie's hewn u.-nrlrinu; ol Uaiahio
for the past 24 months 16 1o do all
the design and ElginieTing amd
et the pernsta, 15 fo baald] He
e in & Drailer on nile, fomdly
calbsl the “erab shack™ while all
thinee were being built.

After a Princedon and Stanfeed
educatim, Bosme wenl nofh 1o
work om ibee irans- ALk p|P|:|||1f
in the carly 19708 He moved 1o
the Hay Area from his native Chi-

+ CAMBID: Page (20
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From Pugge U3

cage | 1Wh amd bhegan Beyeng
and renosabiig et ugapasrs i and
arcumd Medemond. Bolose boig. s
Wil MInning a contracimng compa
oy thal emaployed #1 people

It was that go-go penod al the
el of ihe "8 N recalled
“Everybosdy was duimg second-sho-
Iy dlﬁhlu s .|.n|,| rl|p|.|n|.1|||p' tliesis
kabitsoan indo fleewr Backymidhs. 0
was mmpeesibic nod In make mon
ey. And, Fl was a nioe ogo Inp we
img a bumch of trecks aroend o
will v mane on them”

When ibe market coalersd
the early "Mk and basks siaried
;ll:||| uig efodhl hipees, g decuded
b ahiuitber Ehe buusiness ralber than
it mp wath the huides

He rouinded up his best sichorn
tracioes and bogan baildeng lerge
bsouses i the Oulkland ire area ®]
was givimy, penople what | thaougi

they azidnl, bmg | boael

A dangerous howse

Alker he bougghl the land on
Skvhme, his vision began o
change

SITE e 10 pay the Enlls, Dol
Imisey e Wbl dnees s 1he
ik ehifed boi i a cotiple o
Ferisis g™

Bimse calli  Armsgeddion 3
“dangerous howse. 1l angles and
gromery make i very sdigy. Diefi-
mitely the place for @ Type A The
B T Ahee parrseiin Wl bwagghe i
st e e day Be Aeeed ah
e e dessgn was an undgial
ificd succen”™

The second Shylime louse was
imspized by balian archilec? Ren-
Ei ||'|p|||.l ilu] fiis sudio v Halv's

Sedierranean roadl

Bame named il Float Hous
“herame the house capbures the
am] mllowws
el Also, the ool appears I
Hlosat o o of ihe Bouse. YWaly Lo
al gzl o'y 0 space thal wvikes the
ouldoai muade, bingayg a seows
af cabm.”

Cambio, on the other hand, &
mid s moch § howee @ i is an el
al amils expression

Uinee Busss lut ugeon The guiid
pig prencae of chaisgge aind mis
i, he was able b0 e ahead
with the deagn process. e doew
the plams himsell

S lot of it happesed af nry us
B s oo Mauc & ot ol i |'_|:.-
peEwdl all & yoRda cafetener i ki

LiTTE S e b [t

b Park, L You cam do e |

drawirig ampwhere ™

ol the Gagoen e
When he went o gel (he per
migx, thie forst reaction ol the Dk
sl .'Il.illlu'l'h wad, UM ven'or
Priakdivgg thee Cruappienbocui
“Sigre, tha = 5§ nid 16 Framk
Cartry,” Busse mid, “bat, | don'y

like 1o feel = i Fm walking |

aroand in weneone sbe's mea. A
chiieeture has msme 1o do with the

tertangs ial are mideeed o ihe |

T AP TIECLEg l ki i1 had

b e ikl 1l bl o D i |

wita credbed f. 1 mioee emolon
al than ratsonal.”

Tt s irwervesd thee erab shack
frms the site anil has been deep
ing e & rocen oll ihp gEnage o

Canvbin, Seunii e ll Do loaving |

Skl lo o

“The house sayn wial §# noeds
sy, Doy Bt's Flimes 1o e o bo
the mext thing.™
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Casmbsio is actually tan separate ldings joined together. Coe is
made of samdard wood framing, the othier ol strictiral seel




